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Friends, 
 
Almost 500 years ago, on October 31, 1517 a letter, said 
to be one of the most explosive ever, was sent to the 
Archbishop of Mainz. The writer was Martin Luther; the 
content was 95 theses against indulgences (the buying of 
one's way out of purgatory); the result was the 
Reformation.  
 
Stories abound: it is possible these theses were 
never nailed to the door of the Castle Church, 
Wittenberg as legend has it; there were others 
in Europe besides Luther who were striking out 
against corruption in the church; a move had 
already begun to appoint preachers to deliver 
sermons in the vernacular, rather than Latin. 
That, of course, is massively simplifying events 
and feelings of that time and in subsequent 
years. Even so, what Martin Luther began 
changed the Christian Church and our world. 
 
To mark this special anniversary, there will be many 
special events in our church, in our town and around the 
world. During the fall, as we move towards Reformation 
Day, I will be reflecting on and preaching about the 
Reformation and what it means to be the church today. 
Our very own {ƻǳǘƘǎƛŘŜ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ will be 
presenting a concert to mark the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation on November 3rd, 2017. We will also be 
having several adult faith formation opportunities and 
small groups that will explore the Reformation and what it 
means for us today (look inside for more details). 
 
As we celebrate this important anniversary, it is also 
important to remember what it is that we celebrate. We 
are NOT celebrating our break as Protestants from the 
Roman Catholic Church. What we are celebrating is the 

power of the Holy Spirit to call the Church to reform. 
{ŜƳǇŜǊ wŜŦƻǊƳŀƴŘŀΣ Martin Luther said: the Church is 
always reforming. In the Reformed Christian Tradition, we 
in the United Church of Christ celebrate change! We 
believe that άGod Is Still Speakingέ and that άthe Lord has 
yet more light and truth to break forth from GodΩs Holy 
Word.έ We realize that the Church is to be apostolic in its 
ministry, but that doesnΩt mean we are to freeze and 
safeguard the traditions of the church from the influence 
of a changing world and context.  
 
It means that we take the faith we inherited and we frame 
it and interpret it anew for our present generation and for 
a new context. We look for the ways the Holy Spirit speaks 
in and through our faith to reveal God to us again here 

and now. And so the church reforms itself over 
and over and over again. Reformation and 
change is in our DNA. We see things differently. 
God doesnΩt change, but we understand and 
experience God differently. Social issues are 
wrestled with and the church struggles with 
how best to adapt to changing times while still 
being faithful to what we know of GodΩs call. 
These issues continue to challenge us as they 
have in generations past. And I suspect 
generations to come will struggle in much the 
same way. 
 

You see, our church is reformed and reforming. So we are 
called to change, adapt, be more open and loving. We are 
called to speak truth to power and look for the Spirit of 
God moving in and through our world as we follow in the 
way of Jesus Christ.  
 
I pray that we will continue to look for the Spirit active 
around us and that we, like Luther, will have the strength 
to speak the truth in the face of a culture that sometimes 
needs to be reminded of what is right and loving and that 
we will embrace GodΩs call to continue to change and 
grow. 
 
Blessings and peace, 
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REV. JODY FURNAS-WRIGHT  

CALLED  TO  BE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

FOR FAITH  FORMATION  
 
It is with great joy and excitement that we share the news 
that on July 23, 2017,  the congregation at Central United 
Church of Christ extended a call to Rev. Jody Furnas-
Wright to be our new Associate Pastor for Faith 
Formation.  
 
Rev. JodyΩs call to be a member of the Ministry Team at 
Central United Church of Christ is the culmination of a 
long journey that began with the  churchΩs participation in  
the New Beginnings program and the subsequent 
adoption of the 5-year plan that arose out of the 
reflection and discernment undertaken by members of 
Central UCC in that process. The 
primary role of the Associate Pastor 
for Faith Formation will be to help 
us develop and implement a 
comprehensive and sustainable 
faith formation program for 
children and their families. 
 
Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright is an 
Ordained minister with authorized 
ministerial standing in the Western 
Association of the Missouri Mid-
South Conference of the United 
Church of Christ and brings a great deal of passion, skill 
and experience to the ministry of faith formation with 
children and families. She has a background in Theatre 
and a passion for ministry with children. 
 
Most recently she was Senior Pastor at St PeterΩs United 
Church of Christ in Kansas City, Missouri for 12 years. In 
that time, she helped the church develop more accessible 
worship, worked with the church to revamp the nursery, 
she started the Pilgrimage (an alternative gathering for 
young adults) and Storychurch for children and a variety 
of other programs and activities.  
 
Prior to that she was Director of ChildrenΩs Ministry and 
Director of Special Events at Wayzata Community Church 
UCC in Wayzata, Minnesota. Wayzata Community Church 
is a large church of almost 3,000 members. During her 8 
years there the church grew from 1800 to 3000 and the 
ChildrenΩs Ministry grew from 250 to 700. Also in that 
time, a new education space (Graceland) was designed 
and added. Rev. Jody managed a wide variety of programs  

including elementary and preschool church school, 
midweek and Sunday childcare programs, family camp, 
mission festival and advent workshop. She also added 20 
more programs including Good Works Theatre Company, 
Puppet Nativity, Wednesday elementary program, 
summer church school, parenting classes and Communion 
Education.   
 
She was also Director of Christian Education at Excelsior 
Congregational UCC in Excelsior, Minnesota for 3 years 
and was responsible working with the Board of Christian 
Education to develop and run Church School, Nursery, 
Adult Ed Program, Confirmation and Youth Fellowship.  
 
Rev. Furnas-Wright is άΧ passionate about building 
community and the future of the church. It appears the 
church to come is going to be very different from the 
institution IΩve loved all my life. Yet trusting that God is 

ever at work in the world, I want to be 
a part of it. No matter what other 
changes may come, I trust whatever 
emerges as ChristΩs church will be both 
communal and his voice for love and 
compassion in the world. That never 
changes. Χ Helping church 
communities identify ways to connect 
with people beyond the traditional 
practices of church excites and 
energizes me. Relationship building 
with people through the arts, through 

service opportunities and through cause support is what I 
find most fulfilling. Then, through those relationships, 
helping people make a connection to the Christian calling 
of the church is what gives me the most joy.έ 
 
We look forward to working with Rev. Jody as we step out 
in faith and continue on our journey to revitalize, renew 
and re-energize ChristΩs church for ministry in this time 
and in this place and as we work to live into our mission 
of growing faith, sharing love and reaching out.  
 
Rev. Furnas-Wright will begin work on August 1st. So, 
please take the time to introduce yourself and welcome 
her into our church and to Jefferson City.  
 
We also thank the members of our Associate Pastor 
Search and Call Committee, Randy Bickel (Chair), Andrea 
Cheung, Amber Gonzalez, Andrea Sellers and Arushini 
Sinnaduray, for their hard work and dedication to the task 
of discerning the best person to journey with us in 
mission and ministry.  
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 

BLANKET DRIVE REPORT 
 
Central UCC had another successful year during 
our annual Blanket Drive for Church World 
Service. We collected $2,370 for 2017 which 
surpassed our annual goal of $2,000!!  
 
The Mission and Outreach Ministry would like to 
thank all who participated by giving towards this 
worthy cause. 
 
 
 

 

 BLUE BENEVOLENCE ENVELOPEñ 

SALVATION ARMY  

(August) 
 
Most of us know of the fine and essential work 
that the Salvation Army does.  ItΩs been helping 
people in need year in and year out.  The 
Thanksgiving meals the agency provides may 
come to mind.  Perhaps itΩs the shelter from the 
extreme heat or the extreme cold that we think 
of first. 
 
This special ministry is there to serve those in 
need when theyΩre homeless, when theyΩre 
jobless, and when theyΩre hungry.  Unfortunately, 
the need is great and the Salvation Army needs 
our help through contributions and services so it 
can serve the community.  
 
Perhaps youΩve been among the volunteers 
providing meals once a month to the Salvation 
Army from Central Church, or contributing to the 
fund for these meals.  Another effective way of 
helping is through this monthΩs blue benevolence 
envelope. 
 
The Jefferson City-area Salvation Army has a 
proud record of service thatΩs the envy of many 

chapters.  That all goes back to the community 
support for this fine organization. Your 
donation  will help this well-run and caring 
agency continue to serve neighbors who need a 
helping hand.   
 
 

 

GERMAN BASKET 

FOR SAMARITAN CENTER 

AUCTION  
 
The Mission and Outreach Ministry would like to 
thank everyone who donated items and funds to 
assemble our "Celebrate the German Life" basket 
for auction at the annual Samaritan Center 
fundraiser on July 27th. This event is the major 
fundraiser for Samaritan Center and each year 
local churches assemble baskets as part of the 
silent auction. This results in a little friendly 
competition between the churches.   

 
Our "basket" was actually a metal tub containing 
more than 20 different German products and 
memorabilia including a $100 gift certificate to 
Das Stein Haus restaurant here in Jefferson 
City. Hopefully, this is a winner and will 
contribute much needed funds to an important 
local charity. Thanks to everyone who helped 
with this fun project. 

FAITH IN ACTION  
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REACHING OUT TO OUR 

COMMUNITY:  

SOUTHSIDE PHILHARMONIC 

ORCHESTRA (SPO) 
 

The Southside Philharmonic Orchestra 
(SPO) has become a labor of love. I can 
honestly say that I donΩt know if I have 
chosen it or it has chosen me. I am so 
pleased to announce that we have 
succeeded with our initial steps to establish 

SPO under the umbrella of CUCC. We have had two very 
successful concerts, have programming planned through 
April of 2018, and morale amongst all is high. 
 
My experience in putting this orchestra together has 
been one of community-awareness. Our sponsors are 
the established business owners of our own Jefferson 
City and I have met with each one personally. Many now 
know that Central UCC is pivotal in the revitalization of 
the Southside of Jefferson City. An SPO board has been 
established comprised of very 
committed local folks who want 
to see this orchestra succeed. 
 
A growing audience has enjoyed 
the wonderful space of our 
sanctuary to hear some of the 
finest music ever written played 
by very capable performers. Our 
profile will expand significantly 
when SPO provides a live 
orchestra (a first!) for DancersΩ 
AlleyΩs biennial production of 
¢ƘŜ bǳǘŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ ballet in 
December. Our collaborations 
further include the esteemed Vox Nova vocal ensemble 
and the Odyssey Chamber Music Series in Columbia. We 
will also present a musical celebration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation on November 
3rd. Consideration is underway to contract SPO as the pit 
orchestra for Mostly OperaΩs March 22nd, 2018 
performance of the opera ¢ƘŜ aŀƎƛŎ CƭǳǘŜ by Mozart. 
 
This endeavor is a labor of love, but all the love in the 
world cannot make any endeavor succeed without 
support. Here are some ways in which you can help SPO: 

 
ω help with ushering concerts; help with logistics 
(moving musical equipment) 
ω attending our concerts—the price of a ticket 
contributes financially, but also your presence is a 
spiritual contribution 
ω a donation of any size to SPO—here are some of our 
production costs: 

- Purchase of music (ca. $300/concert) 
- Each of our fine musicians are paid for their often 

unrecognized, behind-the-scenes time investment 
that amounts to between 20-30 hours per concert 

- The professional work for our playbills, online 
profile, and videography, is in the neighborhood 
of $100/service (and new needs continually pop 
up)  

-    We would like to purchase a set of timpani! 
ω purchase a block of seats to be distributed to students 
around Jefferson City or nearby 
 
SPO is an opportunity for the best musicians in Jefferson 
City and surrounding areas to make great music 
together and collaborate on exciting musical projects 

like those we already have 
planned. It is also an 
opportunity for Central United 
Church of Christ to regain a 
musical profile it once enjoyed 
under the leadership of Carl 
Burkel. I am continually 
reminded of this άgolden age.έ 
It makes me proud to be in 
such a legacy, but it also 
kindles a fire in me to achieve 
something myself here at 
Central UCC. 
 
Our first seven months as 

resident chamber orchestra under the aegis of CUCC has 
accumulated a bit of what I call a sub-history within the 
larger history of CUCC. My work and developing 
relationships with so many people in Jefferson City has 
produced an archive of documents that I have distilled 
into a single pdf άbookletέ that (inspired by Walter 
SchroederΩs untiring historical sensibility) I would like to 
make available to anyone who might have interest. It 
includes our genesis, our personnel, a list of sponsors, 
photographs, newspaper articles, and yet more 
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documentation and commentary that lends insight into the 
mission of SPO. We are also nearly finished with the DVDΩs 
of our first two concerts. I invite you to email me at 
clarkpatrickdavid@gmail.com and ask that I send you this 
pdf and any other materials or information that might be of 
interest to you about SPO.  Most of all, I appeal to you to 
support SPO in any way that you might be willing. It is my 
job to make attention to SPO worthwhile, and I am ready to 
do so at your request. Please inquire—SPO is your 
orchestra! 
 
Patrick Clark 
 

SOUTHSIDE PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA  
 

2017-2018 CONCERT SCHEDULE 
 
 

Friday, September 15, 2017:   Southside String Quartet 

 (Program: Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Turina) 
 Location/Time — Central United Church of Christ, 7:00PM 

 

Friday, November 3, 2017:   SPO & Vox Nova 

 wŜŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ рллǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ 
J.S. Bach:  /ŀƴǘŀǘŀ .²± тфΣ "Dƻǧ ŘŜǊ IŜǊǊ ƛǎǘ {ƻƴƴ ǳƴŘ {ŎƘƛƭŘϦ 

             J.S. Bach:  /ŀƴǘŀǘŀ .²± улΣ "9ƛƴ ŦŜǎǘŜ .ǳǊƎ ƛǎǘ ǳƴǎŜǊ DƻǧϦ 
       Mendelssohn:   {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅ bƻΦ р ƛƴ 5 ƳƛƴƻǊΣ ƻǇΦ млт  ϦwŜŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴϦ 

Location/Time — Central United Church of Christ, 7:00PM 
 

Saturday, December 16 and Sunday, December 17, 2017:   SPO & DancersΩ Alley 
 P.I. Tchaikovsky: ¢ƘŜ bǳǘŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ (full ballet) 

 Location/Time — Miller Performing Arts Center, Saturday—тΥллPM & Sunday—нΥллPM 
 

February 16 and 23, 2018:   SPO in collaboration with Odyssey Chamber Music Series  
 tǊŜ-/ƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΣ (Program TBA) 

 Locations — Columbia and Jefferson City  
 

March 22, 2018:   SPO & Mostly Opera 

 Mozart ¢ƘŜ aŀƎƛŎ CƭǳǘŜ 
 Location/Time — Mitchell Auditorium, 7:00PM 

mailto:clarkpatrickdavid@gmail.com
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SYMPATHY 
 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Gordon 
Osterhage who passed away May 18, 2017. 
Services were held May 25. 
 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of 
Beatrice Roberts who passed away June 9, 2017. 
Services were held June 14. 
 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Clifford 
Peters who passed away June 17, 2017. A private 
family service was held at a later date. 

 
 

WEDDINGS 

 
Congratulations to Jeremy and Jenna (Karr) 
Rackers who were united in marriage on June 17, 
2017 at Central United Church of Christ. 
 
 

 

 

To become a member of a church is to choose to 
join a community that is held together by faith in 
God and by promises to others. We are a 
covenant community, which means that we are 
held together by the promises that we make to 
each other. When we join Central UCC, we agree 
to accept one another just as we are. Membership 
brings us into a community in which we have 
certain rights and privileges regarding its 
governance, and corresponding responsibilities 
to participate, to the best of our abilities, as time 
permits.  We strive to love and care for one 
another, even if we donΩt always agree. It is the 
sort of community in which we are loved, and 
seek to love others; in which we are served by a 
variety of ministries, and joyfully serve others to 
the best of our ability. Central UCC is a special 
community and we are glad you are a part of it. 
 
Central United Church of Christ will receive new 
members into the church family on 
Sunday, September 10, 2017. 
 
If you would like to formally join the church on 
September 10, please contact the Senior Pastor, 
Rev. Rushan Sinnaduray, or Michelle Ebersold in 
the office. 
 
 

 
PRIME TIME CLUB 

 
The Prime Time Club will meet at noon for their 
carry-in luncheon on August 22nd .  We will have a 
speaker from ABLE.  Please come and join us. 
 

 

 

 

 90+ BIRTHDAYSñ 

AUGUST 
 

Lydia Tyler (8/05) 
6916 N Overland Drive 
Kansas City, MO 64151 

 
Mary Lou Emmel (8/27) 

Valley Park Retirement Living 
355 Karen Drive 

Holts Summit, MO 65043 
 

Gladys Gladden (8/28) 
408 Crest Drive 

Jefferson City, MO 65109 

OUR SHARED LIFEé 
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BROTHERHOOD HIGHLIGHTS  

June 6, 2017 
 
¶ Fourteen men and one guest enjoyed 

homemade ice cream and strawberries 
provided by Roland Warmann and Walt 
Rottmann. 

¶ Sgt. Payne, with the Jefferson City Police 
Department, spoke about their 
involvement around Jefferson City. 

¶ Our golf tournament was discussed and 
plans are going well. 

¶ Members of the Brotherhood have 
replaced some light bulbs as well as doing 
other small jobs around the church 
facility. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP  

SCHEDULE 

CONTINUES 
 

Combined Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
 

AUGUST 6 and AUGUST 13 
 
 
We will resume our regular, Sunday morning 
worship schedule on Sunday, August 20, with 
two services at 8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 



 

 

 

VBS FOLLOW-UP PARTY 

Saturday, August 19; 10:00 ñ 11:30 a.m. 

 
WeΩre kicking off our fall programming with a VBS 
follow-up party.  It will be almost like a one-day 
Bible School Χ weΩll sing some songs, review our 
Bible stories and Bible points, make some back-to-
school crafts, and play games.  And weΩre going to 
learn a new Bible story and new Bible point.  Come 
join us as we experience the story of Noah and the 
ark and learn to άLive for God.έ  Even if you 
couldnΩt make it for VBS, come join us.  Families 
are welcome!   
 
Rene Miserez, Young Youth Director 
call/text: 694-6022       email: bellsic@aol.com 

Page 8 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School, especially those who shared time with us during 
the week to help a child άKnow God.έ Those who helped with prep, set-up or take-down, or prayed for our 
adventure are also much appreciated. 
 
We averaged 16 kids each day, and reached 22 different kids throughout the week. The kids took part in Bible 
adventures about Gideon fighting the Midianites; Daniel in the lionΩs den; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; 
Jesus rising from the dead; and Paul and Silas in prison. Our daily themes included Know God, Talk to God, Tell 
About God, Love God, Work for God, and our overall theme was Serengeti Trek: Where Kids Are Wild About God. 

 
 

OUR SHARED LIFEé 

WEDNESDAYS AFTER SCHOOL 
 
Returning August 23!  WeΩre anxiously awaiting the 
start of school and getting back to our Wednesday 
afternoon get-togethers. If youΩre in K-5th grades, 
come join us when you can!  We always share a Bible 
lesson or faith-building activity, enjoy some fun with 
friends, and share dinner together.  Supervision 
begins at 3:45 p.m. and we end at 6:00 p.m.  Please 
let us know if you need help with transportation and 
we will do what we can to get you there. 
 
Upcoming lessons: 
Aug 23  Moses and the burning bush  
Aug 30  Moses receives the Ten Commandments  
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The Western Association 
Says άGoodbyeέ 

To 

REV. DALE PARSON 
Associate Conference 

Minister 

 
Sunday, 

August 20 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
(come & go as needed) 

 
IMMANUEL UCC 
418 W 4th St.  
Sedalia, Missouri 

 
Gifts in appreciation of Dale 

(& DebraΩs) Ministry may be sent to: 
 

Dennis Zeller 
Western Association Treasurer 

34502 East Murphy School Road 
Grain Valley, MO 64029 

 
Please make checks out to: 

 
άWestern Associationέ 

with άDale Parsonέ on the Memo line 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Rev. F. Dale Parson, Associate Conference Minister, announced his retirement at the 2017 Conference Annual 
Gathering. There will be two opportunities for you to attend a farewell celebration for Dale, one in Sedalia, 
Missouri and the other in Columbia, Missouri. Please see the announcements below; make plans to attend and 
express your appreciation to Dale for his faithful ministry over the past twenty-one years! His last official day 
with the conference will be September 9. 

Conference Farewell Celebration 
For 

REV. F. DALE PARSON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, 

August 26 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
(worship, special luncheon, 

conclusion and farewell) 
RSVP for luncheon at joyce.bathke@yahoo.com 

 
COLUMBIA UCC, 

3201 I-70 Drive North West 
Columbia, Missouri 

 

 

Make a retirement contribution for Dale 
payable to: 

 
Missouri Mid-South Conference, UCC 
475 E. Lockwood Avenue – Suite 15 

St. Louis, MO. 63119 
Memo line- άDaleΩs Retirement Giftέ 



 

 

 

This study guide celebrates the United Church of 
ChristΩs Reformation heritage by lifting up some of 
the ReformationΩs central claims. There is beauty 
here. And ugliness too. Inasmuch as ideas can thrill, 
these ideas are thrilling. Brace yourself.έ – from the 
Foreword to the study guide 
 
The four sessions: Reformation Basics; The Bible; Hot 
Buttons; Summing Up 
 
 
SMALL GROUPS ARE COMINGΧ 
 
We will also be launching a small group program 
(similar to the New Beginnings small groups) in 
October. The groups will meet monthly in a variety of 
locations. Some will meet in homes over a meal, 
others will meet at church, others may meet in 
restaurants and cafes.  
 
Watch out for sign-ups. We will need small group 
leaders and hosts. Please contact Rev. Rushan 
Sinnaduray for more information. 
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Faith Formation is a life-long process. Our faith 
grows, develops and changes as we journey through 
life as a result of our experiences, relationships and 
learnings. So with our focus on Faith Formation for 
children, adults and families, this year here are some 
opportunities for adults to wrestle with issues of faith 
and belief.  
 
 
SEPTEMBER 10, 17 and 24 
{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴǎǳƴƎ with John 
Bell. A DVD-based discussion and 
study group which will include the 
topics of άBecoming the Body of 
ChristέΣ άLiving the Gospelέ and 
άWhy We WorshipέΦ  
 
 
OCTOBER 1, 8, 15 and 22  
Sunday mornings, 9 AM – мл AM between worship 
services  
 
рлл – A four-session study for the 500th Anniversary 
of the Reformation 

 
άThe Protestant Reformation 
began 500 years ago. None of 
us lived before it. Some of the 
life-threatening, flabbergasting 
ideas that exploded out of 
those years are now a part of 
the air we breathe. 500 years 
ago people died for them. But 
time turns the revolutionary 
into the everyday. We take key 

Reformation claims for granted. We canΩt even see 
them, theyΩre just a part of who are. Other 
Reformation claims are covered in dust, obscured 
and stuck away in a neglected corner of the church, 
like a long-forgotten Van Gogh languishing under 
wraps in someoneΩs attic.  
 
 

UPCOMING ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES  



 

 

Deadline for  
September άTowerέ articles: 

 

(Tuesday) August 15 

3 GREAT LOVES 
ŦǊƻƳ ǿǿǿΦǳŎŎΦƻǊƎ όŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ϧ ŜŘƛǘŜŘύ 

 
Our denomination, the United Church of Christ has 
recently adopted new purpose, mission and vision 
statements: 
 
{ We will love the Lord our God with our whole 
    heart, mind, soul and strength; and our  
    neighbor as ourselves όtǳǊǇƻǎŜύ 
 
{ United by the Holy Spirit and inspired by  
    GodΩs grace we love all, welcome all, and  
    seek justice for all όaƛǎǎƛƻƴύ 
 
{ United in ChristΩs Love, a just world for all.  
    ό±ƛǎƛƻƴύ 
 

 
In fidelity to this statement, 
the denomination has 
invited congregations and 
individuals within the United 
Church of Christ to move in 
mission towards the 3 Great 
Loves: 
 
{ Love of neighbor 
 
{ Love of children 
 
{ Love of Creation 
 

The United Church of Christ has a vision of a just 
world for all. In this world all are welcomed, everyone 
is loved and justice is inherent. The 3 Great Loves is 
the denominationΩs opportunity to express how our 3 
Great loves work together to address the inequities in 
our current world. 
 

Beginning at Synod 2017 and ending at Synod 2019, 
through the lens of the 3 Great Loves, the United 
Church of Christ in its many settings of ministry will  
discern and lift up how we act upon these 3 Great 
Loves.  As  we  do so,   we will tell the story of how we   

are impacting and transforming the world, as  
covenantal partners united in common purpose 
and mission. 
 
During these upcoming two years, there will be 
moments of special invitation to participate in this 
denomination-wide undertaking. One by one we 
will focus on each of the 3 Great Loves in service 
to our communities. 
 
So over the next few months letΩs consider how 
our congregation is already expressing its 
commitment to the 3 Great Loves or where there 
has been recent energy; or, is there momentum 
to take on a new commitment? 
 
Where do we need to express these 3 Great Loves 
in our community? 
 
Can we as a church be a part of filling that need? 
 
Who else would we need to talk to in order to 
help meet that need? 
 
There is no right or wrong way to embark upon 
this journey. Our church may simply want to re-
commit to the ministries that are already 
happening in the life of our church; or we may 
want to embark upon something new. Either way, 
we are encouraged to tell our stories at 
www.3greatloves.org. We are  also encouraged to 
check this site often for stories about how the 
UCC is loving GodΩs world! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

June 22, 2017 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Progress of Associate Pastor Search:  The search is 
ongoing.  No recommendations yet. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Financial Report:  Steve Price gave the financial report.  
Total current assets at the end of May are 
$1,094,261.85.  The investment portion of current 
assets has decreased by $27,759.94.  These numbers 
continue to fluctuate due to market volatility.  The 
General Fund showed an ending balance of $2,218.38 
on May 31, 2017.  Offerings in May were less than the 
previous month, totaling $18,649.36 and were less than 
the same month last year by $3,645.55.  Year-to-date 
offerings are less by $1,448.07.  No transfers of funds 
occurred this month.  Year-to-date transfers are 
$64,936 from the Unrestricted Investment Account and 
$0 from the HEC Fund. 
 
Security Call List:  Mark Grannemann will be updating 
the list of people to be called when the security alarms 
are set off.   
 
Ministry Rotation:   New Ministry Chairs will need to be 
found for the following positions: 
 Building and Grounds 
 President Elect 
 Human Resources 
 Faith Formation 
 Congregational Life 
 Mission/Outreach 
 
Hallway Lighting:  Energy efficient LED bulbs have been 
purchased for the hallway fixtures and will be installed 
soon.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sherry Koetting 
Council Secretary 
 
 

July 20, 2017 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Progress of Flood Renovations:  The cabinets have 
been installed in the basement.  The flooring is ready 
to go in.  The renovation of the Prayer Chapel is 
complete. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Financial Report:   Steve Price gave the financial 
report.  Total current assets at the end of June are 
$1,086,264.88.  The investment portion of current 
assets has decreased by $40,867.55.  These numbers 
continue to fluctuate due to market volatility.  The 
General Fund showed an ending balance of $4,230.35 
on June 30, 2017.  Offerings in June were greater than 
the previous month, totaling $18,810.41 and were 
more than the same month last year by $1,458.96.  
Year-to-date offerings are more by $10.89.  Year-to-
date transfers are $81,936 from the Unrestricted 
Investment Account and $0 from the HEC Fund. 
 
Associate Pastor Salary and Benefits Package:  Rev. 
Rushan presented the salary and benefits package 
previously approved at the Congregational Meeting 
on October 23, 2016, as part of the 5 Year Plan 
presented in the New Beginnings Report.  Motion was 
made to approve and seconded.  Motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sherry Koetting 
Council Secretary 
 
 
NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:  August 17, 2017 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Library 
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CANõT MAKE IT TO CHURCH ON A SUNDAY MORNING?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To stream our worship service live on the churchΩs website: 

1.  At 10:30 A.M. on Sunday morning, navigate (using your web browser) to the Central UCC website at: 
www.centralucc.com 

2.  Scroll down to the section entitled άOur Ministriesέ 
3.  Click on the icon labelled άStream Worshipέ 
4.  Press play. 

 
To stream our worship service live on the churchΩs Facebook page: 

1.  At 10:30 A.M. on Sunday morning, go to Central UCCΩs Facebook page at: 
      https://www.facebook.com/centraluccjc/  
2.  Find the video with the word άLiveέ in the top left corner. 
3.  Watch the live stream. 

 
To watch on your tablet or smartphone: 

1. Download and install the free Sunday Streams app from either the Apple iTunes store or from the Google 
       Play store. 
2.  Once installed, open the app. 
3.  Enter our Stream ID/Church ID: centralucc and press the  άlog inέ button. 
4.  Click on the link marked άVideosέ 
5.  Select άLiveέ or select one of the archived services. 

 
If you have a Roku device or AppleTV you can watch our live and archived services on your television: 
 
To watch using your Roku device: 

1.  On your Roku device go to Add a Channel and add the Sunday Streams channel. 
2.  When you go to the Sunday Streams channel for the first time it will ask for a Church ID.  Our Church ID is 
centralucc.  Please note that there are no spaces and to observe the proper capitalization in the Church ID. 

 
To watch using your AppleTV: 

1.  On your Apple TV device add the Sunday Streams app. 
2. When you go to the Sunday Streams app for the first time it will ask for a Church ID.  Our Church ID is  
       centralucc.  Please note that there are no spaces and to observe the proper capitalization in the Church ID. 

 
Did you know that you can now watch a live stream of 
our 10:30 A.M. worship service (or the 9:30 A.M. service 
during the summer) on our website, our Facebook page, 
on your television, or on your tablet or smartphone?  

http://www.centralucc.com
https://www.facebook.com/centraluccjc/
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AUGUST SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP USHERS 
 
2017 USHER SCHEDULE: 
January & July — Russell Rottmann Team 
February & August — Mike Heisler Team 
March & September — Dennis Horn Team 
April & October — Mary Ann Wippermann Team 
May & November — Lucas Karr Team 
June & December — Monty Schmutzler Team 
 
 
August Team: 
aƛƪŜ IŜƛǎƭŜǊ ς ¢ŜŀƳ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 
Jeff Heisler Tyler Heisler 
Dick Kettenbrink David Kohler 
Dennis Kuebler Kurt Mueller 
Eric Vieth 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
Sunday, August 6:  Mary Ann Wippermann 
 
 
 
 

SALVATION  ARMY MEAL 
Thursday, August 10:  Nelda Lay 
 
 
 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
Wednesday, August 16:  Brotherhood 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER VOLUNTEERS 
Monday, August 28, 9:30am: Please email 
office@centralucc.com, or call 635-1041 if you 
are able to help. 

MARTHA CIRCLE NEWS 
 
You may have heard the expression άwaiting on pins and 
needles.έ Usually it means something exciting is going to 
happen and you just canΩt wait for it to happen. We guess 
you could say that is where Central UCC is right now. 
Another expression you may have heard is άmany hands 
make light work.έ It is so true! As quilters in the Martha 
Circle, it is very true. Quilting Bees and Sewing Bees are 
part of the fabric and legacy of Central. This year in 
August, the Martha Circle will celebrate its 96th 
anniversary. Every group really hits its stride when people 
pull together to reach a goal. Some people may think that 
being an active member of a ladies group, menΩs circle, 
Prime Time, choir, bell choir, Sunday School, youth groups 
or youth activities, ushering, door greeter, helping with 
coffee hour, visiting sick or shut-ins, learning to use the 
new audio visual system, helping with the church web 
page, even helping with cleaning and yard work at church 
doesnΩt matter, but it really does. Doing things is a way to 
help your church family, and family does for one another. 
Consider that thought. So, again the ladies of Martha 
Circle invite you to join with us on Wednesdays for an 
hour or two, once a month, twice a month, or whenever 
you have time. Bring your own needle work or projects 
and expand our sewing circle. Make more lap robes, there 
are needs of receiving blankets for newborns, or pillow  
cases for young cancer patients to brighten up their 
hospital rooms. Consider making 2017-2018 an earmark 
year so that when Martha Circle celebrates its 97th year, 
you can celebrate with us as well. 
                     —Janet Miller,  Secretary 

 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 

TO VOLUNTEER  
 

Serve as a Liturgist — Read the Scriptures and lead 
prayers during worship. Sign-up online at: 
http://signup.com/go/REcZyr  
 
Serve on the Technology Team during worship and help 
control the sound system and the new screens, as well as 
helping develop and create the graphics and slides for use 
during worship. Please contact Rev. Rushan at 
pastor@centralucc.com if you are willing to help. 
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United Church of Christ  

CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
118 W. Ashley Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

 

Phone: (573) 635-1041 
 

E-mail: office@centralucc.com 
 

Website: www.centralucc.com 
 

Sunday Services: 
8:15 A.M. & 10:30 A.M 

Sunday School for Children 10:30 A.M. 

 
Ministers ....................................... Every Member 
Senior Pastor .............. Rev. A. Rushan Sinnaduray 
Associate Pastor ............. Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright 
Director of Music ............... Dr. Patrick David Clark 
Young Youth Director ...................... Rene Miserez 
Organist ........................................... Shirley Klein 
Bell Choir Director ........................... Rene Miserez 
Nursery Coordinator ....................... Traci Orscheln 

To be a Christ-centered community of faithful disciples 
who are called to grow in faith, and share GodΩs love 

as we reach out to each other, 
to our community, and to our world. 
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